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Protesters disrupt Beshear 
during COVID-19 update 


DANIEL DESROCHERS ddesrochers@heraid: leader.co! 


Protesters gather outside the Kentucky Capitol during Gov. Andy 
Beshear’s 5 p.m. coronavirus update on Wednesday. 


3 


BY ALEX ACQUISTO 
aacquisto@herald-leader.com 


Speaking over the muffled 
shouts of a few dozen protest- 
ers outside the Capitol, Gov. 
Andy Beshear said Wednesday 
brought another 88 new con- 
firmed cases of COVID-19 in 
Kentucky, and the virus played 
a role in seven more deaths. 

At least 50 other positive 
cases were confirmed Wednes- 
day that weren’t factored into 
the day’s official number of 
new cases but would be added 
Thursday as the state transi- 
tions to a new reporting sys- 


tem, he said. The official state- 
wide COVID-19 totals are now 
at least 2,291 cases and 122 
deaths. 

The governor said he will 
continue working with Ohio 
Republican Gov. Mike DeWine 
and Indiana Republican Gov. 
Eric Holcomb to formulate a 
plan for how the states will 
coordinate and “eventually 
ease restrictions and open up 
the economy.” But it’s imper- 
ative, Beshear said, that Ken- 
tucky eases those restrictions 
“thoughtfully, to make sure we 
do not see a reemergence of 
this virus.” 

Beshear reminded people, 


“this coronavirus is incredibly 
contagious. It is all around this 
commonwealth. It is in every 
county, whether we’ve had a 
report or not.” 

It’s crucial for Kentuckians 
to behave as if “all of us al- 
ready have this virus,” he said. 
“If we act like we have it, then 
if we’re asymptomatic and do 
have it, we won’t be spreading 
it to others.” 


‘WE WANT TO WORK’ 
Tensions from some Ken- 
tuckians frustrated with the 
state’s social distancing man- 
dates started to flare publicly 
this week, more than a month 
after Kentucky diagnosed its 
first case. Late Wednesday 
afternoon, outside the State 
Capitol where Beshear was 
giving his daily news confer- 
ence, dozens of people 
gathered, many disregarding 
the recommended buffer of six 
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Politics leak 
into Gov. 
Beshear’s 
coronavirus 
response 


BY DANIEL DESROCHERS 
ddesrochers@herald-leader.com 


FRANKFORT 

For nearly a month, Repub- 
licans and Democrats mostly 
played nice as the coronavirus 
pandemic unfolded in Ken- 
tucky. 

Many Republicans gritted 
their teeth and smiled while 
attempting to present a united 
front behind Gov. Andy Be- 
shear, a Democrat. The party 
put out statements focused on 
what Republican elected offi- 
cials were doing and the Repub- 
lican-led legislature passed a bill 
codifying some of the executive 
action Beshear was taking. 

Sure, there was the dust-up 
about how the legislature would 
resume its session. Many in the 
party bristled over the fact that 
abortion clinics got to remain 
open while doctors who per- 
form elective procedures had to 
close their doors. But on the 
surface, things were mostly 
hunky-dory. 

Things change. 

Many people, starting to get 
antsy, are pushing to find out 
when things will start reopen- 
ing again. Business owners, 
facing potential financial ruin, 
feel the same. 


SEE BESHEAR, 4A 


RYAN C. HERMENS rhermens@herald-leader.com 


Camille Deering, shown in the backyard of her home in Lexington on Wednesday, is one of many 
Kentuckians frustrated with an unemployment system that has failed to keep up with their needs. 


Unemployment system 
failing to meet demands 


BY WILL WRIGHT 
wwright@herald-leader.com 


It’s been almost one month 
since Camille Deering, a serv- 
er at Tony’s of Lexington, first 
filed for unemployment insur- 
ance. 

She hasn’t received a dime. 
She also hasn’t been able to 
speak to anybody from the 


state unemployment office or 
her local office, and she’s 
called over a hundred times. 
Deering is one of countless 
Kentuckians who remain frus- 
trated with a system that has 
failed to keep up with their 
needs: the phone lines are 
almost always busy, the web- 
site regularly crashes, and 
voicemails to state employees 
can go weeks without a re- 


sponse. 

Kentucky has seen the 
largest recorded spike in 
unemployment claims in histo- 
ry over the past month, over- 
whelming a system that, state 
officials admit, was not de- 
signed to handle the scale of 
the current crisis, brought on 
by the spread of the novel 


SEE SYSTEM, 2A 


Note to Subscribers 


Activate your digital access today. We are committed to 


delivering your newspaper, but if conditions arise that make it 


impossible to do so, we want you to be prepared. Activate your 


print paper — as well as our website, breaking news and more. 
Activate today at www.kentucky.com/activate for 24/7 
access from any device. Please direct questions to customer 


Suit fights 
Beshear’s 
COVID-19 
church 
restrictions 


BY MORGAN EADS 
meads@herald-leader.com 


A lawsuit has been filed 
against Gov. Andy Beshear 
and other state and county 
officials accusing them of 
going “too far” and violating 
religious freedom with re- 
strictions put in place to pre- 
vent the spread of COVID-19, 
according to court records. 

The lawsuit was filed in 
federal court Tuesday against 
Beshear, Boone County At- 
torney Robert Neace and act- 
ing Secretary of the Cabinet 
for Health and Family Services 
Eric Friedlander, according to 
court records. The plaintiffs 
are three Kentuckians who 
were described as being de- 
voutly religious churchgoers. 
The lawsuit seeks class-action 
status. 

Plaintiffs TJ Roberts, Ran- 
dall Daniel, and Sally O’Boyle 
attended Easter Sunday serv- 
ices at Maryville Baptist 
Church near Louisville. When 
the three left the church, they 
found “Quarantine and Prose- 
cution” notices on their cars, 
according to the lawsuit. 

Local health departments 
were to notify those people 
that they needed to quarantine 
at home for 14 days. 

“In his evening briefings, 
the governor made clear that 
he was going to target religious 
services for these notices, 
apart from other gatherings. 
Based on the activity of the 
Kentucky State Police on April 
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